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WITNESSES

Statements obtained from witnesses should preferably be
written by them, or written at their dictation and signed by
them. Even if a witness is unfavourable to an insured's case,
his statement is still of value because some indication is given
as to the strength of the story to be told by the other side. A
person described by the police as a witness but who disclaims
knowledge of the event should be asked to sign a statement to
that effect.

The information disclosed by the investigation and/or the
completed notice of accident form enables the insurers to decide
whether or not the accident is one for which the insured may be
liable. If the evidence offered is such that it appears to indicate
a complete answer to all the allegations which have been made,
then a complete denial of liability and a refusal to make any
payment will be communicated to the claimant. If, however,
the investigations leave doubt as to the insured's innocence, then
negotiations for a settlement by compromise will be commenced,

(I)  FATAL INJURY CLAIMS

As soon as a fatal accident, likely to be the subject of a claim
against an insured, is notified, arrangements must be made for
the representation of the insured at the inquest or other inquiry.
Any necessary arrangements, such as the briefing of counsel and
the attendance of witnesses, are within the duty of the insurers'
solicitors.

A coroner's verdict has no bearing upon subsequent civil pro-
ceedings. It is his duty merely to enquire into the cause of
death. Nevertheless, the sworn statements of witnesses may be
important in civil proceedings, and the coroner's depositions are
available.

The coroner may order a post mortem examination and in
such circumstances an opportunity for the attendance of a
medical specialist is usually afforded the insured. The solicitors
instructed will, however, take this in hand.

The rights of dependants to claim damages are provided for
by the Fatal Accidents Acts, 1846-1908. The Acts provide for
recovery of pecuniary loss, and Section 2 of the Fatal Accidents
Act, 1846, states: "Every such action shall be for the benefit of the
wife, husband, parent or child of the person whose death shall
have been so caused." Section 5 of the same Act states: " Parent
includes Father, Mother, Grandfather, Grandmother, Step-father,
Step-mother and Child includes Son, Daughter, Grandson,
Granddaughter, Step-son, Step-daughter". Illegitimate and